THE   RIGHT   TO   HERESY

away as he would have driven away a rabid dog, declar-
ing him to be a "Jew, Turk, blasphemer, and a man
possessed.5' Bucer, from his pulpit, denounced Servetus
as a child of the devil. Zwingli expressly warned his
adherents against this "criminal Spaniard, whose false
and evil doctrine, would, if it could, sweep away our
whole Christian religion."

But, just as little as the knight of La Mancha was to
be cured of his delusions by abuse or violence, just so little
would this quixotic theologian listen to argument or
accept reproof. If the leaders could not understand him,
if the wise and the prudent would not listen to him in
their studies, then he must carry on his campaign among
the public at large. The whole Christian world should
read his theses. He would publish a book. At two-
and-twenty, Servetus gathered together the last of his
funds, and had his views printed at Hagenau (De
Trinitatis erroribus libri septem^ 1531). Thereupon the
storm broke. Bucer did not hesitate to say that the rascal
deserved "to have the guts torn out of his living body";
and throughout the Protestant world Servetus from this
hour was considered to be nothing more nor less than an
emissary of Satan.

It need hardly be said that one who had assumed so
provocative an attitude, who had declared both Catholic
and Protestant doctrines to be false, could no longer find
a resting-place among Christians, or discover a roof
beneath which he could lay his head. From the time
when Miguel Servetus had, in cold type, been guilty of
espousing the "Arian heresy," he was hunted like a wild
beast. Nothing could save him but disappearance from
the scene, and the adoption of an alias, since his name
was in such evil odour. He therefore returned to France
as Michel de Villeneuve, and, under this fancy appella-
tion, secured work as proof corrector to the Brothers
Trechsel in Lyons. In this new sphere of life, his
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